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VARNA NEWS 
Freese Road Bridge waits  

Freese Road bridge is still in a holding pattern. The 
plan for relocating the bridge to Groton and building 
a new steel truss style one-lane bridge hasn't 
changed, but the Town is waiting for a new findings 
statement to help make it happen.   

Tompkins County hasn’t 
determined if it will pay its 
share of the project for 
anything less than a two-lane 
bridge . The Tompkins 
County Facilities and 
Infrastructure Committee met 
on October 21st, and voted 3-
2 to send a resolution to the 
County Legislature that “Tompkins County wants to 
support local municipalities by reimbursing the local 
share of 5% of the original grant of the awarded 
project and up to 20% of the Total Final Project 
Cost.” The legislature will vote November 2nd. 

To receive the VARNA NEWS fast and in color, email: newsletter@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org 

VASP Reopened 

Varna Afterschool 
Program, VASP, is 
still accepting 
children, kinder-
garten through 
fifth grade.  The 
program is a 
cheerful nurturing 
place for children 
after school.  The 
Ithaca School Dis-
trict delivers chil-
dren to Varna 

Community Center by school bus each afternoon.  
Currently there are children from Northeast, Ca-
yuga Heights, Caroline schools.  VASP runs from 
2:00pm to 5:45pm, Monday-Friday.   

One of the highlights is the music class with Prof. 
Whitehead and several of his Ithaca College Mu-
sic Education students. 

The Thursday art class, with Laurie Snyder, is 
grateful for the KidZart Campaign held during 
Giving is Gorges in June.  The children are happy 
with new tools and materials.  Thank you to eve-
ryone who contributed.   

A big thank you to Dan Langendorfer who  
donated his wonderful Classic Carpet Care 
Service to the VCA carpets!  We are grateful that 
VASP had a clean way to start the school year. 

Get Vaccinated 

Vaccines are available for free for all New York 
State residents above the age of 16. Third doses 
and booster shots are also available for residents 
with qualifying medical issues. For information 
on COVID-19 vaccines in Tompkins County, 
please visit https://tompkinscountyny. 
gov/health/covid19vaccine . 

 

 

Annual Meeting January 9th 

If you live in Varna, you’re a member of the Var-
na Community Association.  There are no dues, 
and you are welcome to come for ice cream, 
conversation, and voting at our annual meeting 
on January 9th, 2020, at 3:00pm at the Varna 
Community Center, 943 Dryden Road, or on 
Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81165548372?pwd=NjdQeUxCeFhRUk9hYW 
56b01aOU1Hdz09 . 

At the annual meeting, the Varna Community 
Association membership (that's you!) will elect 
new board members.  Might you be interested? 
Being a board member is a great way to keep up 
on Varna happenings, and to give back to the 
community. To learn more, contact:  
chair@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org    

https://www.varnaafterschoolprogram.com/
https://www.varnaafterschoolprogram.com/
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19vaccine
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health/covid19vaccine
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81165548372?pwd=NjdQeUxCeFhRUk9hYW56b01aOU1Hdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81165548372?pwd=NjdQeUxCeFhRUk9hYW56b01aOU1Hdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81165548372?pwd=NjdQeUxCeFhRUk9hYW56b01aOU1Hdz09
mailto:chair@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org
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Tetherball Coming Soon 

Heads up and arms, get ready for Tetherball soon 
to be installed behind the VCA center. 

A generous Varna resident has donated a sturdy 
Tetherball set-up to the Varna Community Associa-
tion.  It will be near the basketball court sometime 
this fall.  (At the basketball court, the VCA is work-
ing to replace or repair the vandalized backboard.) 

Blue Food Cupboard 

The Free Blue Food 
Cupboard and cooler 
continue to be busy.  
We are always happy 
for cash or food dona-
tions. Thank you to 
those of you who con-
tinue to support this 
community outreach.  

The Varna Little Library, in the vestibule of the 
community center, offers a place to find a free book 
(adults and children) or leave a book for others.  

Varna Church Update 

Greetings from Varna Church 

The PEW KNITTERS are busy.  We are knitting, 
with others, so our homeless people will have ei-
ther mittens, hat, or scarf for Christmas.  We also 
donate items to the SHARE the Warmth bins. 

Thank you to those who have put yarn in the blue 
bin on the church porch for us. Also thank you to 
the people in Varna who pick up the trash along 
our roads.  We notice the difference.  Thank you to 
the Town of Dryden for patching the entrance to 
our friendly Freese Road bridge. I LOVE the way 
we wave to the one who waits for us to cross. Thank 
you for spreading the word to others about our 3 
days of clothing giveaway.  Our August Undie Sun-
day drive resulted in coverage of 51 mishaps. 

Church is open every Sunday.  All are welcome to 
join us at 11. If you would like to be our pianist, call 
Sis Johnson 272-6806. 

How do you fix a broken pumpkin? 

A pumpkin patch! 

—Alice Humerez and Sis Johnson 

Dryden Road Highway Cleanup 

We are happy to have neighbors who enjoy exer-
cise, fresh air, and community service! Thanks to 
our great volunteers, our October 23rd 
clean-up was a success.  

We’ll be organizing a spring 
clean-up of Dryden Road in 
a few months . If you or your 
group would volunteer to collect 
litter and refresh our neighbor-
hood, please contact Meghan 
McQuaide Reiff at reiff-
meghan@hotmail.com.   

Varna Volunteer Fire Company 

Varna Volunteer Fire Company serves the Hamlet 
of Varna and the Ellis Hollow community. We run 
about 300-400 calls a year. Whether you are inter-
ested in being a firefighter, EMT, driver/operator, 
or support member, we have a spot for you! Come 
by the station (14 Turkey Hill Rd) between 6:30-
7:30pm on a Thursday evening or email 
chief@varnafire.org if you have any questions. 

We are also looking for a treasurer! The commit-
ment is about 1 hour per week, and knowledge of 
QuickBooks Online is required. If you’re interested 
or have questions, send an email to 
chief@varnafire.org.  —Tiffany Ho 

Lab of O Reopens 

Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology is 
reopening its doors to the pub-
lic, after a year-and-a-half hia-
tus because of COVID.  Their 
230 acres with trails is a good 
place for a walk. For more, see 
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/
home/visit/ . 

P.O.S.T. from CORNELL 

Just before Cornell’s Fall semester started, a Pre-
Orientation Student Team (POST) group of eleven 
students came to Varna for a day to help with vari-
ous jobs at the Community Center. Of course, it 
rained. All day. So, none of the planned outdoor 
jobs got done. But, the 
students were cheerful, 
energetic and willing to 
do pretty much anything. 
Meghan Reiff, Amy Al-
bright, Laurie Snyder and 
Jan Morgan kept them 
busy scrubbing the blue 
food cupboard inside and 
out, preparing the front 
vestibule floor for re-

https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/visit/
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/visit/
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painting, power washing a big tarp, prepping the 
back door for repainting, washing and sorting chairs, 
and even washing trash cans!   

The POST program is designed to get first year Cor-
nell students into the community to learn about local 
non-profits and provide some free help. The group 
who came to Varna had already spent time at a cou-
ple of other places but reported they like Varna best.  

Child Care Stabilization Grant 

Last spring, Congress passed the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) and  the Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act, 
including money to help childcare programs stay 
open and safe during the pandemic. In New York 
State, the money is distributed by the Office of Chil-
dren and Family Services.  

VCA board member Jan Morgan, submitted the re-
quired paperwork, and the first “Child Care Stabili-
zation Grant” payment arrived in September. In all, 
there will be six payments totaling just over thirty 
thousand dollars. This provides much needed assis-
tance for the VCA’s Varna After School Program!    

According to state and federal guidelines, Child Care 
Stabilization Grant money can be used in a variety of 
ways. The Varna After School Program (VASP) will 
put some money toward payroll costs (e.g., wages, 
taxes, FICA, unemployment insurance.)  This sup-
port is particularly needed right now, as VASP is ex-
periencing low enrollment. Registration fees are not 
enough to cover the costs of staffing the program. 

Child Care Stabilization Grant money can also be 
used for improvements to VASP’s facilities. We are 
making plans to finally replace the worn, poured li-
noleum flooring in the Community Center’s ‘big 
room.’ Rips in the old floor covering create trip haz-
ards. The linoleum was poured directly on top of a 
concrete slab and, in hot humid weather, the floor 
becomes very wet from condensation. Kids think it’s 
great fun to skate on the slippery floor but, of course, 
the potential for falls and injuries is high. Hopefully, 
you’ll be able to read about new flooring in the next 
issue of the Varna News.  

 

ARE YOU A TC3 STUDENT? 

The Varna Community Association is offering an 
award of $300 to a student at Tompkins Cortland 
Community College. This is not a grant; it’s a prize 
for writing a good essay about community. 

To apply for the TC3 student award, you need to: 

1. Obtain proof that you have resided in the Town of 
Dryden for at least six months. Anyone living in Var-
na, Freeville, Etna, the Village of Dryden, or the 
Town is eligible. Proof must be a document from a 
corporation or a government agency with your name 
and address.  Examples: a utility bill dated at least 
six months ago; a statement from a landlord. 

2. Register for at least six credits of coursework at 
TC3 for the Spring 2022 semester. 

3. Write an original essay of about 500 words on:     

“How have you stayed connected to your 
community during the COVID-19 pandemic?” 

4. Type your essay. Keep in mind that essays will be 
evaluated on these criteria:   How well you address 
the topic, the originality of your ideas, appropriate 
citations (if any), and the clarity of presentation 
(neatness, spelling, grammar, length.) 

5. Find the release form on the Programs & Re-
sources page at VarnaCommunityAssociation.org .   
Sign the form indicating that, if chosen for this 
award, you are willing to have your essay published 
in an issue of Varna News. 

6. Assemble your application materials. You need to 
include a hard copy or PDF of each of these items: 

• Proof you lived in Dryden for at least six months 

• A typed copy of your essay 

• Proof of registration for at least six credits at TC3 
for the Spring 2022 semester 

• Signed release form 

Submit your application materials by midnight, De-
cember 20, 2021.  Email it to chair@ 
VarnaCommunityAssociation.org or mail it to:    
Varna Community Association, Inc., PO Box 4771, 
Ithaca NY 14852-4771  

Please note:  international students are eligible for 
this award. VCA Directors and their family members 
are not eligible. Winner will be notified on or before 
January 14, 2022 

The Varna News is published quarterly, in February, 
May, August, and November. Simon St.Laurent 
(simonstl@simonstl.com) is the editor. 

https://www.varnacommunityassociation.org/
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Election Day is Tuesday, 
November 2, 2021, from 6:00 AM 
to 9:00 PM.  Dryden election 
districts 4 (Varna) and 9 (Ellis 
Hollow) vote at the Varna 
Community Center, 943 Dryden 
Road. 

There are contested elections for 
Town Supervisor and Town 
Council (2), as well as five New 
York State propositions on the 
back of the ballot. 

The VCA is always looking for more  
participants.  Let us know if you would 
like to be involved in any of these com-
mittees:  Building,  Program, Fundrais-
ing, and Breakfast. Remember, if you live 
in Varna, you are a member of the Com-
munity Association.  Please consider vol-
unteering!  You don’t have to be on the 
board.  To learn more, contact:  
chair@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org    

Varna Community Association Annual Meeting January 9th 

Meet your neighbors, vote for directors, learn the latest about  
Varna, and have some ice cream at the VCA's annual meeting of 
the membership. Details (and the option of a Zoom link) are on 
page 1. 

The blue food 
cupboard and 
cooler continue 
to serve the 
neighborhood. 
Donation of food 
and personal 
hygiene items 
welcome! 

mailto:chair@VarnaCommunityAssociation.org

